Barriers to safety for LGBTIQA+
children and young people

LGBTIQA+ children and young people may experience many of the same barriers to
feeling (and being) safe as all children and young people. They may also face
additional barriers linked to identity, discrimination, or fear of being outed.

Understanding all potential barriers is important when implementing the Standards.

Barriers experienced by many

children and young people Additional barriers LGBTIQA+

children and young people
may face

Lack of trust in adults

Homophobia, transphobia, and

. iIntersexism
Power imbalances between

adults and children in
organisations
Discrimination and social stigma

Fear of consequences for

speakin
peakingup Fear of being outed or having

identity disclosed without

consent
Inadequate support or

understanding

Isolation from affirming family,

Limited opportunities to peers, or community

participate in decisions

affecting them Lack of LGBTIQA+ inclusive
policies, role models, or safe

Not being believed when Spaces

raising concerns

Previous negative experiences
with services or authority figures

Lack of awareness/understanding
of appropriate adult behaviour

It is best practice for organisations to recognise and respond both to shared
barriers and identity-specific barriers when applying the Standards to ensure
LGBTIQA+ children and young people feel safe, respected, and able to speak up.

Recognising these barriers helps organisations identify where their policies,
practices, and environments may unintentionally discourage LGBTIQA+ children
and young people from seeking help or raising concerns.
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